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An ecological view on the enhancement of masu salmon
through the release of smolts : masu salmon
management and the stream habitats

Hiroshi Mayama*

Recent environmental devastation in rivers have resulted in serious
The smolt-release is considered to be
an efficient method to rehabilitate the reduced masu salmon stock. How-

decreases of masu salmon resource.

ever, it is difficult to enlarge smolt production quantitatively by the present
rearing facilities and annual budget. This method should be used in combi-
nation with other means of propagation, “fry-release” in the first spring,
“fingerling-release” in the autumn just before the overwintering, and protec-
tion of natural reproduction. This paper emphasizes that the conservation of
stream environments and technological development for preserving and creat-

ing fish habitats are both important to increase the effectiveness of masu

salmon propagation in Japan.
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