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Biwa salmon :

its ecological and morphological characteristics

Abstract :

Yasuhiro Fujioka

Ecological and morphological characteristics of landlocked biwa sal-

mon Oncorhynchus rhodurus are described. Biwa salmon is indigenous to Lake Biwa

located in central Mainland of Japan. They go downstream into the lake in under-

yearling early summer, and inhabit the offshore zone of the lake deeper than 20

m. Smolt—like body silvering of the juvenile fish is observed from May to June,

but their seawater adaptability does not develop enough in this season. After

spending 3-5 years in the lake, they (30—-50 cm in standard length) ascend the

river discharging into the lake and spawn in October and November. Biwa salmon

is an important fisheries resource in the lake, and the commercial catch is about

10-50 tons per year. About one million fry are released annually into the lake

and rivers, but the natural stocks tend to decrease during the last 30 years.
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